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he secld d he had masle trips on the Ho <hi
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twcen North and South Vietnam and ke ha

Americans on one of those tri
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a. -~ that the Amervican PWs were skilled in
ordnznce and coopzrated with the North Vietnamese

by defusing unexploded ovdnance.

bh. -~ that the nmer ican PWs might have come to

the areca of the Plain of Jars, since defussd bombs
were found there on cne occasion.

¢. - that the American PWs were last known to
be located in Sam XNeua, as of early 1673.

¢. - that the North Vietnemeses had obtained

3 ar

the cosperation of the American PWs by exerting

e. - that the ezrliest report on the subjsct

was received in 1558, that additional bits o

rh

informaticen werce received on variecus later dates,

and thzt the last bit of information was recelived

in 1 .
f. =~ that the infoymaticn was obtoined fron

usupally reliable scurces who reported seeing

the fell wing details which did not appea
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Caucasians working for the North Vietnamese on

the Eo Cri Minh trzil znd being told by Vietnamese

soldiers that the individuals were Americans. .

7. A confirmed American PW, Mr. Emmet Kay, was in
Sam Neua shortly after the period in which the eight to
ten American PWs would have been there. Hr. Kay wes

captured on 7 Mey 1573, was moved to the Sam Nzua area con

1} June 1873, and heid there in seoveral leccations until
i

his release on 18 September 1974. Mr. Kay heard no rumor
about 2 group of eight to ten American F¥s or about any
other Americans detained in the area.

k. Although it seems possible that the North Vietnamese

could have obtained the services of 2 group of American

are s-v.ral reasons for doubting that this happened. First,

iven the hich veolume of reporting from captured enemy soldiers
E B ¥ & 5

andé fror refugees and ralliers, it seems likely that TumorTs
of such & remarkable situation would have been picked up and
reported through the interrogation and debriefing centers.
Second, aone cf the returnees had been exploited in this

manner. The returnees had been exploited for political and

propaganda purzoses, but not for this kind of labor. Third,

O,

exy erienced fivers say that zlmest no pilitary pilols pussessec
the techaicat skills neressary

ordnance. Fourth, it would appear to have been more in

North Vietnamese intercst to entrust such 2 job to their oun
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highly trained technicians oT to skilled ordnance experts
from friendly countries. . QOn.the other hand, the returnees
had sezn two Americazn PUWs who cooperated with the ensxy. -7

ind there were unconfirmed reports of collaborators™ 7 e

9. A series of unconfirmed reports %%@ﬁﬁ&&

Laos,
about 30 miles east of Takhek and sixty miles scuth of Lak
Sao. Cne report said the nine wefe taken te Hanei in
September 1%73. Ancther report said the mine were still ' .

in the area, at a detention camp near a town called Pha

Katao, is March 1874. This information did not correlate
to any known individual or gragp of PW/MIAs. The nine
Americ. » captured in Laos and released in Operation Home-
coming had a1} been moved out of lLaos to Haneci well beforé

the end of 1972, The Mahaxay reporis did not imply that
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MEMORANDUY FOR_TEE RECORD
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. azt S o in Ehnammouane province.
Laos., : 2s being held by the
j f% Vietnanzse; §uiien s:nought the Vietnansse were
! keeping bim because of his technical expertise:

they were using his ckill to defuses mines and

e |
A N
% - Ce bombs. Bis sourcss had seen the American. . He .
4 was not chained, but he was guarded. .
ﬂ j% mmemsis. attempted to rescue this America
3. . by helicopter. He transported an agent to a
4 L ‘ location near Lak Szo. This agent was to xescue
;! ' ' - ¢he hmerican and return with him to a_rendezvous
4 point. The agent never returned to the agreed
3 . location. . - iz
3 Asked later in the conversation if he 7
3 ' believed there vere any Americans alive in lLaos,®
4 - ; i% &%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%said no, except for that american last
] sighted near 12k Saoc. His immediate recall of
2 this American indicates how deeply convinced he
i 1 is of the relisbilicy of this report. B
;% 2.
1o 'A“‘?'z;g* -
) v
:“ ‘f j O S SO N e . W e z
i ewpressed the firm convictien ¢t
- - 2 group Of Americans, 2-10 in number,/dre still

; being held by the North Vietnamese. They are
Q : collaborators, but collaboraztors in this sense: |
; they snroke” under vietnamess pressures and !

promised cooneration in exchange for survivel

¥ and increasea comforts (food, medicine, relative

1 frecdomn, SLe.) .- rheiy ceoperation primarily ’

1 involves teschnical knewledge relacing to defusing

| unexploded ordnanca. e reforred repeatodly to ]
opening American socrets; the reference was

vsually to the defusing of ordnance. It was alsc

suggested these Americans could be used fox thain

technical knowledge of hmerican tactics. .

Py
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